Takingthebus—1

Scenario

Y our character isriding on abus. Someone sits down next to her who's wearing really smelly
aftershave and picks his nose for the wholeride.

Questions

Write the answer to these questions. You don't have to use complete sentences. If possible, write
the answers as part of a scene that may bein your finished story. Asyou write these snippets,
always consider why your character makes these choices. What compels her to make this choice,
as opposed to another? What isgoing onin her life or her past history that drives her to make
these choices or take these actions? What colors her interpretation of the events?

Isthis your character's first time riding the bus?
First time riding this particular bus?
Is she aregular on this bus?

Whereis she going?

» |sshe commuting to work?
» |sshe going out of town?

» Visiting someone?

Isit aone-timething?

Why is she taking the bus?

» |sshe taking the bus because her car'sin the shop?

= Shemissed her car pool?

» Shedoesn't want to drive to her end destination? Why?

Does the guy who sits next to her rustle his paper really loudly asif he's pissed off that he has to
ride the bus?

What does his aftershave remind your character of?

Doesit give her a headache?

Does she move to avoid the smell?

Does she have to stay in her seat because the busis full so she can't move?
How does she feel about the situation?

Does it bring up any specific memory or feeling for your character?

How does she deal with the situation?
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Does she fantasize about shooting the guy if he rattles his paper just one more time?

Does she even notice because she has too much on her mind?
= |f so, what's on her mind?

What's the weather doing?
» Doesit impact traffic and theride in?

Does the weather and driving conditions make the bus |ate?
Does sne mind?

Does she notice?

What goes on in her mind during the ride?

What does she notice on the bus?

What does she not notice during the bus ride?

Finally

What does this experience bring up for your character? Any specific memory or emotion? Does
the ride or anything that happens on the bus change anything for your character?

Choices

Y our character aways has choices. What choices does she make at each junction and why?

Think of your current story

How can you use thisin your story?

Next

Do this exercise for the each of your characters.

Copyright © 2006 All rights reserved -- www.Writers-Block-Solution.com




